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Naming conventions It is virtually impossible to understand the contributing role to an article from
the mere position in the author list alone. Indeed, the rules for ordering the authors vary from places to
place, communities, from your role as a supervisor or not, plus various ad-hoc rules. Further in many cases,
the alphabetical order is considered, mixed with academic positions, which gives little clue on the actual
contributing role. In order to clarify my role as a contributor, I indicate below my name using various font
styles in the following bibliography (other co-authors may have similar roles, I only use this convention for
my name). These roles are:

e MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: Usually working on the main idea, bringing significant theoretical developments,
write-up and/or experiments, etc. It is indicated with small-caps and bold font.

e Key contributor: Usually bringing a key idea, or key result/proof unlocking an issue, but not
necessarily being the main author. It is indicated with bold font.

e Contributor: A standard contributor. It is indicated with standard font.

On top of that, this role can be combined with a Key supervisor role, that is a supervisor actively helping a
student improve his of her work, bringing discussions, results, etc., in a fairly involved way. It is indicated
with underlined font. This convention yields a total of six possible roles with their corresponding fonts.
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